
 

 
 

 

 
 
Annex 1 – Response to Environment Committee’s request for additional information 
 
 

An update on improvements that have been made to boroughs’ recycling 
performance and trends through joining sub regional Waste Partnerships, including 
which boroughs have joined 
 
Response: London has four statutory waste disposal authorities created in 1986 following the 
abolition of the Greater London Council. These are the North London Waste Authority, 
Western Riverside Waste Authority, East London Waste Authority and West London Waste 
Authority.  Some boroughs have trialled joint working arrangements. In 2003 the four 
London boroughs of Croydon, Kingston, Merton and Sutton voluntarily formed the South 
London Waste Partnership (SLWP).  
 
London’s household waste recycling performance has improved considerably from 8 per cent 
in 2001 to 33 per cent today.  Despite this improvement the Mayor remains dissatisfied with 
London’s performance and wishes to see it improve further.   
 
Performance varies considerably across London so it is not possible to say whether different 
waste disposal authority arrangements have played a significant role. The Mayor encourages 
boroughs to work together when tendering for or organising new waste services where this 
delivers clear economy of scale benefits, provides consistent services across borough 
boundaries and enables sharing of good practice.   
 
SLWP is expecting savings of over £200m from bringing together their contracts in a more 
efficient and cost-effective way. The GLA, in reviewing local authority waste contracts, 
encourages boroughs to explore and implement joint procurement opportunities. It recently 
supported the North London Waste Authority and West London Authority respectively to 
procure a joint recycling contract on behalf of their constituent boroughs. The GLA has also 
published on the GLA datastore a local authority waste contract register to help boroughs to 
identify joint procurement opportunities. 
 

What level of the six dry recyclables are being collected on a borough by borough 
basis 
 
Response: Only four boroughs are not currently collecting the six main dry recycling 
materials; these are Barking & Dagenham, Havering, Newham and Redbridge.  All four of 
these boroughs collect four dry recyclables (plastic bottles, paper, card and tins) with 
Redbridge also collecting glass.   
 
With regards to separate food waste collections Barking and Dagenham, Barnet, 
Hammersmith and Fulham1, Havering, Kensington and Chelsea, Newham, Redbridge, 
Wandsworth and Westminster City Council do not currently collect food waste from all 
kerbside properties. Enfield, Greenwich Southwark and Waltham Forest collect food waste 
mixed with garden waste for in-vessel composting. Haringey, Hillingdon, Islington, Lambeth, 
Lewisham and Tower Hamlets present food waste separately from garden waste at the 
kerbside but it is mixed on the collection vehicle before treatment through in-vessel 
composting.   

                                                 
1 Hammersmith and Fulham have been trialling food waste services 



 

 
 

 

 
The remaining boroughs collect food waste separately and send it to anaerobic digestion for 
treatment.   
 
The Mayor is working with these boroughs to explore how they can introduce the minimum 
level of service of collecting six dry recyclables along with a weekly separate food waste 
collection by 2020 in line with his London Environment Strategy. This is being achieved 
through each borough producing a Reduction and Recycling Plan (RRP), whereby each 
borough will set local targets and describe how they will move towards introducing the 
required minimum level of service. This is being supported directly from City Hall and through 
LWARB Resource London.   
 

Where the artistically decorated textile installations have been put up as part of 
the Love not Landfill campaign 
 
Response: The painted clothes banks have been installed by Love not Landfill, an innovative 
communications campaign which aims to change the behaviour of 16-24 year old Londoners 
in terms of how they buy, care for and dispose of clothes. The Love not Landfill Campaign is 
run by LWARB Resource London.   
 
There are three clothing banks designed by street artist Bambi at the moment, with another 
two scheduled for installation.   
  
The three that are currently installed are in Ealing Broadway Shopping Centre, Beyond Retro 
in Dalston and Top Shop Oxford Street. The remaining two are due to be installed in 
Westfield London and Westfield Stratford imminently. 
 
More detail and a map of the locations is available at 
https://www.lovenotlandfill.org/clothes-banks.  A picture of one of the banks is below 
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An update on the trial for private rented sector properties to access funding to 
make energy efficiency savings, including how many private rented sector 
properties took part and how it will work 
 
Response: The private rented sector trial for Warmer Homes – which is the first pan-London 
pilot of its kind – commenced in November 2018 and will install energy efficiency measures 
in up to 50 homes. Applicants must apply for Warmer Homes funding in the same way as 
owner occupiers. However, the landlord or the tenant can only apply if they have the 
permission of the other. Delivery is ongoing and there will be an evaluation of the scheme to 
feed in to the development of subsequent schemes, including the next phase of Warmer 
Homes. 
 

The timescales for funding models which might be able to support energy retrofits 
in the private rented sector, social housing and able-to-pay households 
 
Response: Funding for energy efficiency retrofits is a complex issue that varies according to 
the sector that is being targeted. Therefore, exploration of the finance options is not brought 
together under a single work stream. The Warmer Homes private rented sector trial is due to 
be completed this summer. In addition, the successor to the RE:NEW programme, which is 
currently being developed, will work primarily with social landlords. Although the successor 
programme will not provide direct technical support to private landlords or owner occupiers, 
it will provide enabling mechanisms to support the financing and delivery of retrofits in these 
sectors. This will include piloting new funding and delivery mechanisms which aim to enable 
multi-tenure retrofit – for example, to retrofit estates and blocks where there are a mix of 
tenures.  
 
The London Sustainable Development Commission (LSDC) Green Finance subgroup is also 
undertaking research into how support could be provided for financing the transition to a low 
carbon circular economy and will report back to the Mayor with their findings and 
recommendations expected in time for London Climate Action Week. 
 

Subject to availability, how far the rollout of smart meters conducted by energy 
companies has progressed across London 
 
Response:  By July 2018 (the only time regional smart meter installation data has been 
released) 583,083 (18%) of London households had a smart meter installed. Energy suppliers 
are not expected to meet the 2020 deadline by which all reasonable steps must have been 
taken by them to install smart meters in all households and small business premises.  
 
There is concern about the continued rollout of SMETS1 meters. Over 7.1 million more 
SMETS1 meters have been rolled out than Government expected2, and at present around 
70% of these meters can lose their functionality, and the associated benefits to the 
consumer, if a customer switches electricity supplier3.  
 
Outstanding issues remain with the communications infrastructure preventing all homes in 
London having a smart meter fitted today. Up to 30 per cent of London’s homes would not 
be able to have a SMETS2 meter installed using the existing wireless home area 
communication network and will need a dual band communication network that is not 

                                                 
2 National Audit Office. (2018). Rolling out smart meters, London: National Audit Office 
3 National Audit Office. (2018). Rolling out smart meters, London: National Audit Office 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/housing-and-land/improving-quality/warmer-homes


 

 
 

 

available at the moment. Up to 5 per cent of properties, e.g. high-rise flats, will need an 
alternative home area network solution which is not yet ready.    
 

How much decentralised generating capacity had been gained by London since the 
Mayor was elected in 2016 and how much more is going to be required by 2030 
 
Response: The London Environment Strategy has a target to supply 15 per cent of London’s 
energy through decentralised, low carbon sources by 2030. The decentralised, low carbon 
sources we monitor are: 

• District heat networks – this includes those supplied by CHP which generate both 
heat and electricity 

• Renewable heat (eg heat pumps) 

• Renewable electricity from solar, wind and other bioenergy within London 
 
In 20154, we estimated that low carbon and decentralised energy sources supplied around 
three per cent of London’s energy. 
 
District Heat 
BEIS published an estimate of heat network capacity and generation up to 2015, which 
reported around 1,500 GWh of energy supplied by heat networks in London5. Based on 
planning applications received between 2013 and 2015, we estimate that up to an additional 
400 GWh of energy of district heating was built between 2016 and 2018. Our Annual 
Monitoring Reports continue to show an increase in district heating capacity. The 2016-17 
AMR6 reported that over 51,000 dwellings received planning approval to be connected to 
heat networks. 
 
Solar PV 
The Digest of UK Energy Statistics (DUKES)7 monitors renewable energy generation in 
London. The 2017 DUKES showed a 10 GWh increase in solar generation from 2016. We 
expect that this will continue to increase in the 2018 statistics, due for release in September 
2019. This is driven in part by the London Plan, which received applications to connect an 
additional 6 MW of solar PV in 2016-17, and GLA Programmes such as Solar Together 
London which is expected to support around 2 MW of domestic solar installations in 2018-
19.  
 
Other bioenergy energy 
There has been increase of 10 GWh in other bioenergy generation in London between 2016 
and 2017. This includes sewage gas, anaerobic digestion and other biomass plant. This is not 
likely to increase significantly although there may be fluctuations in generation.  
 
Renewable heat 
The Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI)8 statistics publishes number of domestic accreditations 
in London and total heat generated under the RHI. This allows an estimation of heat 
generated in London by heat pumps, small scale biomass and solar thermal. Between June 
2016 and February 2019, there has been an estimated increase in domestic renewable heat 
of 1.2 GWh. The RHI statistics also show an increase of 20 MW of non-domestic renewable 

                                                 
4 Due to delays in data being available, the baseline year we use in the modelling is 2015. 
5 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-trends-march-2018-special-feature-article-experimental-
statistics-on-heat-networks 
6 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/amr_14_final_20180927.pdf 
7 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-renewable-statistics 
8 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/renewable-heat-incentive-statistics 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-trends-march-2018-special-feature-article-experimental-statistics-on-heat-networks
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-trends-march-2018-special-feature-article-experimental-statistics-on-heat-networks
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/amr_14_final_20180927.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-renewable-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/renewable-heat-incentive-statistics


 

 
 

 

heat capacity in London in the same period. Part of this is likely to be capacity installed in 
district heat networks, as counted above.  
The London Plan is driving heat pump installations, with 52 development applications in 
2016-17 proposing an air source heat pump and 5 ground source heat pumps. 
 
Total increase between 2016 - 2018 
Data on the actual energy production from some of these low carbon and renewable energy 
sources is not available. However, we estimate that decentralised, low carbon energy 
generation in London has increased from 2016 to 2018 by around 430 GWh. This is around 
0.5 per cent of London’s total energy demand.  
 
Trajectory to 2030 
The above highlights the scale of change needed to reach the 15% target by 2030. Our zero 
carbon modelling outlines how the target could be reached with an increased uptake of heat 
pumps and heat networks, as well as an increase in the deployment of solar, and a concerted 
effort to reduce overall demand through energy efficiency. To get back on track, Government 
should increase funding for solar and energy efficiency and set out a clear long-term strategy 
for the decarbonisation of heat. 
 

A copy of the Committee on the Medical Effects of Air Pollutants (COMEAP) report 
on the impacts of poor air quality on the Tube 
 
Response: Transport for London (TfL) is committed to maintaining the cleanest air possible 
for their staff and customers using the Tube. As part of this commitment, TfL commissioned 
COMEAP to investigate and advise on whether the understanding of the health impacts of 
tunnel dust has significantly changed in recent years. 
 
COMEAP’s statement on the evidence of health effects on the travelling public from 
exposure to particulate matter in the London Underground can be found here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/particulate-air-pollution-on-london-
underground-health-effects 
 
TfL has accepted COMEAP’s recommendations and is now in the process of implementing 
them. I understand that TfL will be writing to the Environment Committee with more 
information shortly. 

 

Whether Transport for London financially penalises businesses who have 
committed to switching to electric vehicles but have to wait for them to be 
delivered 
 
Response: The Mayor has launched a £23 million scrappage scheme for microbusinesses and 
charities for vans and minibuses. The scheme has three options: 

1. Scrapping a vehicle for £3,500 – for frequent users of the Congestion Charging Zone;  
2. scrapping a vehicle in return for a £3,500 contribution towards the cost of 

purchasing/leasing of Euro 6 replacement – available to all microbusinesses or 
charities registered at a Greater London address; and  

3. scrapping a vehicle in return for a £6,000 contribution towards the running costs 
(including insurance) of an electric van or minibus.  

 
Under option 3 – in recognition of the greater lead in times for electric vehicles – applicants 
can apply for a refund from ULEZ charges for the three months after the application for the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/particulate-air-pollution-on-london-underground-health-effects
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/particulate-air-pollution-on-london-underground-health-effects


 

 
 

 

scheme is submitted and TfL confirm that they meet the Initial Eligibility Checks. This ensures 
that TfL does not financially penalises businesses who have committed to switching to 
electric vehicles but have to wait for them to be delivered.   
 
More information is available here: 
 
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone/scrappage-scheme 
 

 
 

https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone/scrappage-scheme

